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Michael David Radich 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 

2007 HARVARD UNIVERSITY  
 PhD, East Asian Languages and Civilizations 
1995 UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND 

MA, Chinese Studies    
1990-1991 FUDAN UNIVERSITY 
 Scholarship Exchange Student 
1990 SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGES UNIVERSITY 
 Scholarship Exchange Student 
1989 UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND 
 B. Mus, Composition 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

2005-present Lecturer 
 RELIGIOUS STUDIES, VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON 
 
PUBLICATIONS AND THESES 

  
Radich, Michael. "The Doctrine of *Amalavijñāna in Paramārtha (499-569), and Later 

Authors to Approximately 800 C.E." Zinbun 41 (2008): 45-174. 
"The Somatics of Liberation: Ideas about Embodiment in Buddhism from Its Origins to 

the Fifth Century C.E." PhD dissertation, Harvard University, Department of East 
Asian Languages and Civilizations, November 2007. 

Problems and Opportunities in the Study of the Buddha's Bodies" [review article 
assessing Guang Xing, Concept of the Buddha], New Zealand Journal of Asian 
Studies, 9, 1 (2007), 162-185. 

"Shôbôgenzô kaiin zanmai”, translated (from classical Japanese) with Carl Bielefeldt, 
Dharma Eye, No. 14 (Spring, 2004). 

Shingu, Kazushige, Being Irrational: Lacan, the Objet a, and the Golden Mean, trans. 
Michael Radich (Tokyo: Gakuju Shoin, 2004) (book-length translation from 
Japanese). 

Digital Dictionary of Buddhism (http://www.acmuller.net/ddb/): over 250 authored 
and co-authored short articles 10 words-7000 words in length.

"Reading Zhuangzi and Psychoanalytic Reading”, MA thesis, Auckland University, 1996. 
 
CONFERENCE PAPERS, INVITED LECTURES, AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
July 2009 New Zealand Asian Studies Society 18th International Conference 
 "Kosawa’s 'Ajase Complex', its Buddhist Roots, and Japanese 

Buddhist Nationalism" 
October 2008 Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University 
 「真諦における阿摩羅識とその意義」("*Amalavijñāna in Paramārtha, 

and Its Significance" 
July 2008 School of History, Philosophy and Classics, Massey University, 

Palmerston North, New Zealand 
"The Neglected General Problem of Holy Bodies, and Some of Its 
Implications"June 2008  Invited Lecture, University of 
California at Santa Barbara, Religious Studies Department 



"A New History of Ideas about Bodies of the Buddha, Based on a New 
Approach"May 2008 Joint Religious Studies and Asian Studies 
Institute Seminar Series on "The Body in the Study of Asian 
Religions" 
"Ideas about the Buddha Bodies: Their Challenge to Present 
Academic Paradigms of Embodiment" 

Feb 2008 Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard 
University 
"Paramārtha's *Amalavijñāna as a Case Study in the Sinification of 
Buddhist Concepts" 

Dec 2007 Annual Conference of the Australasian Association for Buddhist 
Studies, University of Western Sydney  
"There Is No Dhammakāya in the Pāli Canon" 

Sept 2007 Conference on the Study of Religions in India, Albion MI  
"The Advent of the Idea of the Buddha as Embodied in his Gnosis in 
the Early Common Era, as Seen in Prajñāpāramitā and Sarvâstivāda 
Texts and in Reliquary Inscriptions" 

April 2006 Religious Studies / Asian Studies seminar, Victoria University of 
Wellington 
“A Study of the ‘Treatise on Eighteen [Modes of] Emptiness’ as Part 
of a Larger Project to Study the Thought of Paramārtha (499-569) in 
Its Contexts” 

Nov 2005 NZ Asia Conference, Waikato University, Hamilton, NZ 
“A Case Study in the Method & Potential Fruits of Comparative 
Philosophy: Three Types of Negation in Tattvasamgraha 1003-1010 
& Pañjikā” 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS, PRIZES, RESEARCH GRANTS 
  
2006 Contestable Research Grant for two weeks' travel to Kyōto to collect 

materials for Paramārtha research project, Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington 

2000-2005 Departmental Fellowship, East Asian Languages and Civilizations, 
Harvard University 

Spring 2003 CUE (Bok Center) Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard 
University 

1995 University of Auckland Masters Scholarship 
 
LANGUAGES 

  
English, classical Chinese, Sanskrit, classical Tibetan, Mandarin, Japanese, French, 

German  
 
OTHER QUALIFICATIONS 

 
1989 Licentiate diploma in clarinet performance from the Trinity College of 

Music, London (LTCL) 
 
TEACHING 
 

 VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON (Lecturer)  
2006-2009 Reli 206, Introduction to Buddhism 
2009 Reli 327, Special Topic: The Body in Religion 
2005-6, 2009 Reli 425, Advanced Studies in Asian Religions 
2008 Reli 108, The World's Religions 



2005-2008 Reli 103, Introduction to Asian Religions 
2006, 2007 Reli 427, Advanced Studies in Religious Texts 
2005-2009 Guest lectures in Reli 108, Reli 301, Reli 322, Asia 101,  Japa 221, 

Chin 112, Reli 110, Reli 106  
 
 HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
2002-2005 Various Teaching Fellow (Teaching Assistant) positions 
   
ADMINISTRATION  
 

 VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON  
2005-present Library Liaison, Religious Studies 
2006 Library Change Proposal (Subject Librarians) project team 
 
 


